
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Street Cheer group started 
proceedings with their award winning 
Street Cheer Dance, a dance which went 
on to win the National Street Cheerleading 
Championship the following Sunday!  
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Dates for the diary: 

 

Sunday 21 st February 

Ski Trip departs 

 
Monday 22 nd February 

School starts 

 
Saturday 27 th February 

Ski Trip returns 

 
Monday 1 st March  

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 

Thursday 4 th March 

Inset Day – School closed 

 
Friday 12 th March  

Open Evening – 7pm – 9pm 

German Exchange students 
arrive 

Tuesday 16 th & 
Wednesday 17 th March 

Pirates of Penzance – 
School Musical 

 

Friday 26 th March 

End of Term 

 

 

This Newsletter reviews the happenings at The Grammar School since 
the start of the year.  It reports on another successful fundraising event 
‘Hats for Haiti’, reviews the Young Musician of the Year competition, 
updates you on news from the Sports Department and Modern 
Language Department as well as reporting on the Year 10 Duke of 
Edinburgh Group’s practice expeditions.  

Have a wonderful half term.  

Charlotte Summerscales, Editor 

 

Welcome  

  

 

Hats for Haiti 
 

 
 

Enterprising Year 9 students led the way on Wednesday 27th January 
2010, as their idea to raise money for devastated Haiti took shape.  
The whole school, sporting funky hats (many homemade by the pupils) 
set off on a four mile sponsored walk around the local area.  Year 7 
pupils had all made hats with a Haitian theme.  
 
Walking in year groups the pupils set off towards Coley, hiked up hills 
into the woods and back out again into Norwood Green finally rejoining 
Bramley Lane.  There was a real sense of camaraderie all the way 
through the walk. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
At the end of the walk the Year 9 leaders 
were there to provide refreshment selling 
buns, cakes and drinks to their friends.  
Over £150 was raised just on the bun 
sale.  Sponsorship money raised a 
massive £4135!  Well done to everyone, a 
fantastic achievement!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are all looking forward to our cast of talented actors and actresses setting sail to the 
Brighouse Civic Theatre’s stage on March 16th and 17th when they perform Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance.   
 
The Pirates of Penzance’ follows the adventures of Frederic, a young man forced to endure 
a life as a pirate.  Due to an unfortunate mishap that took place when Frederic was a child 
he is taken by the Pirate King and his band of fearsome, yet somewhat jovial and inoffensive 
pirates.  The operetta takes the audience on a swashbuckling journey through Frederic’s 
attempt to free himself of the pirates’ indentures, meeting an eclectic mix of colourful 
characters along the way, including a foursome of conceited daughters, Police Sergeants 
and the infamous Major General.  The Operetta combines a comic plot and fast-paced 
musical score and our production promise to be spectacular. 
 
Our students have been working incredibly hard in putting together a dynamic and 
entertaining performance of this popular operetta and we are delighted to invite you and 
your family to attend one of our forthcoming performances.  The performances take place on 
Tuesday March 16th and Wednesday March 17th at 7.30pm.  The cost of the tickets is £8.50.  
The production is suitable for both adults and children and we would be pleased to welcome 
friends and families of everyone connected to the School.  Get your tickets now before the 
ship sails!  

 



Year 11 Shakespeare Workshop 
 

 
Warm up activity – freeze frame acting: 
‘On a Rollercoaster’ 
 
In January, Year 11 pupils took part in a 
Shakespeare Workshop which brought 
their GCSE text, Romeo and Juliet to life.   
 

 
Another warm-up activity – dentist and 
patient 
 
The workshop was run by ‘Shakespeare 4 
Kidz’ who focused on acting and directing 
chosen scenes from the play to help the 
pupils enjoy the performance aspect of 
Shakespeare.  
 

 
The Capulet Household prepares to take 
on the Montagues. 
 

This is the way Shakespeare would have 
wanted pupils today to study his plays – 
not as a text to read but as a performance. 
 
Nikki Campbell of 11FC reviews the 
workshop: 
 
As I ambled around the School Hall, 
avoiding my classmates’ gazes, I knew 
many were uncomfortable with their 
situation, boys in particular – the gender 
less appreciative of the deep emotion 
unveiled in Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Tableaux were next on the agenda, after a 
brief introduction from Rob and James.  
Otherwise known as freeze frames, each 
group was given a scene to depict and 
enthusiasm crept in from somewhere. 
 
As smiles appeared, we discussed the 
characters of Romeo, Juliet and others 
before miming the most intense meeting of 
the two teenagers.  Some took a 
humorous stance upon the scene.  Others 
showed the flirtatiousness and some were 
deeply moved. 
 
Next, ‘hot seating’ was on the agenda – a 
quick thinking character interview, one 
person volunteered to portray a character 
instructed by Rob.  Next, the group grilled 
this person, digging deep into the 
knowledge previously gained, 
remembering and thinking deeply. 
 
As we clapped at the end of the session, a 
sense of relief was in the air.  Gone was 
the awkwardness witnessed at the start of 
the afternoon.  In its place were smiles 
and the feeling of success.  Emotions had 
been felt rather than read and the words 
once on a page had come alive.  Leaving 
Rob and James behind to linger in their 
confident ‘actoresque’ stances, I thanked 
them.  For Romeo and Juliet seemed so 
real, if only for an afternoon and they had 
helped enlighten us to how love at first 
sight really feels.  
 
 
 
 
 



Sports News 
 
PE Department Hats 
 
Beanie hats are now on sale in the Sports 
Department.  These are blue hats with the 
school logo on them and can have the 
following sports team printed on them:  

Rugby, Football, Netball, Hockey and 
Athletics 

They are priced at £8.  Please see Mr 
Hendry for further details.  

 

West Yorkshire Cross Country Schools 
Team 

We are delighted to announce that Liam 
Stedman, Paul Davies and Sarah Roberts 
have qualified for the West Yorkshire 
Schools Cross Country Team and will 
compete in the National Schools 
Championships in Manchester in March.  
Many congratulations and good luck to 
them!  We must also congratulate Natalie 
Angus and Harriet Beaumont who failed to 
qualify this time but who did exceptionally 
well.   

 

Yorkshire Sports Acrobatics 
Championships  

We have 20 students competing in the 
Yorkshire Championships which will take 
place at Brooksbank School on Sunday 
March 7th.  Our competitors are: - Adam 
Parkinson, Chris Barr, William Forsyth, 
Patrick Lathom-Sharp, Joshua Mitchel, 
Mckenzie Mattock, Oliver Firth, Laura 
Wadsworth, Georgina Harris, Jessica 
Brearley, Catherine Lathom-Sharpe, 
Cassie Walker, Sophie Doherty, Michaela 
Mattock, Katie Ormerod, Sophie Nicholls, 
Sophie Smith and Lucy Wilson. Good luck 
to all gymnasts in the schools first ever 
Yorkshire Championships, it is so great to 
have 20 students for our very first time. 
They will look amazing in the new leotards 
and shorts! Parents are welcome and 
encouraged to support the event! 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 
Update 
German Student Exchange 
Arrangements 
 
All students taking part in this year’s 
German Exchange will have their host 
student’s contact details and the itinerary 
and plans for the week when they are 
over.  They arrive on Friday 5th March and 
depart on Sunday 14th March.  All the 
information you need is on the itinerary 
letter.  Remember that it will be a great 
experience and you will make a friend for 
life! 
 
Families wanted for German Exchange 
 
Our Chair of Governors, Chris Redfearn is 
keen to further develop links between 
families in the Brighouse area and families 
in its twin town of Lüdenscheid.  What 
does the Exchange involve? 

- The Exchange takes place over the 
upcoming Easter holidays 

- It is a one week exchange 
- Any family or student can take part 

from our school 
- The family or student would stay 

with a family in the Lüdenscheid 
area  

If you would like more information about 
the exchange please contact Mrs Wilson 
at school. 
 
Langtech Trip 
 
Mrs Crossan, Mrs Wilson and Mr Rose 
accompanied Year 9 students to Standish 
Language College in Wigan on Thursday 
11th February.  Students had the 
opportunity to practise their French and 
German skills in the ‘language street’ and 
witnessed Mr Rose speaking fluent French 
and German! 
 
Yr 8 Rhineland Trip 
 
Please remember that final payments are 
due in by March 15th.  Please bring back 
the consent forms along with your 
payment. 
 
 



Year 7 French Trip 
 
Please remember that final payments are 
due in soon.  
Please bring back the consent forms along 
with your payment. 
 
Music Department News 
 

Young Musician of the Year 

 

 
The Young Musicians of The Year! 

We all enjoyed the musical talents of our 
young musicians last night as they took 
part in the Young Musician of the Year 
competition.  

The competitors were made up of winners 
of the Inter-house music competition 
which took place in November.  There was 
an award for each year group (7-13) and 
all entries were simply stunning.  The 
judges were Mrs Joan Zarneh from The 
Junior School and Mr Andrew Delaney 
from Ossett High School, with outstanding 
expertise in music.  
 

 
Victoria Bryson – Year 7 Winner 
 
 
 

First to perform was Year 7. Alexandar 
Christopher started the evening with a 
bang with his performance of Drumkit 
Study Number 10.  Rowan Sollitt followed 
with a very emotive vocal performance of I 
am His Child.  Victoria Bryson, who 
performed twice for the audience, was 
named as Young Musician of the Year for 
the year group with her performance of 
Allegro Alessai on Piano.  
 

 
Year 8’s Young Musician – Stephen 
Peckett 
 
Year 8 competitors were next.  The winner 
of this category was Stephen Peckett who 
played Turkey in the Straw on his Clarinet.  
He also played a drum piece.  The judges 
commented that Stephen’s tone was 
beautiful and he showed he was confident 
throughout the performance.  
 

 
Oliver Firth – Year 9’s Winner 
 
Last year’s Year 8 winner, Angus Hirst 
started the Year 9 category with a 
“performance with panache” on his guitar.  
Andrew Featherstone gave a beautiful 
vocal recital of I Whistle a Happy Tune 
which made judge Mrs Zarneh, want to 
dance in the aisle!  Oliver Firth was 
announced winner of the category with his 



moving performance of Caro Mio Ben 
which he sang beautifully in Italian!  
 

 
Flautist, Harriet Crossland was Year 10’s 
Winner 
 
Year 10’s entries were mainly vocalists, 
Katie Faye Moorhouse sang I Have a 
Love from West Side Story.  Lizzie Bell 
performed We’ll Gather Lilacs and male 
vocalist Chris Barr moved the audience 
with Where’er you walk.  However the 
winner of this category was flautist, Harriet 
Crossland, who was told by the judges 
that she made her flute sing to John 
McLeod’s Berceuse. 
 

 
Nikki Campbell – Year 11 Winner 
 
Liam Neimantas started the Year 11 
competition with his excellent drum solo 
Download.  He was followed by Nikki 
Campbell who went on to win the 
competition.  Nikki wowed the audience 
with her vocal performance of The Sky 
Above The Roof.  Judge Mr Delaney said 
it was a “Magical Musical Moment” whilst 
Mrs Zarneh commented that Nikki could 
be a professional in the not so distant 
future.   
 
 

Philip Varley represented the Sixth Form 
performing Rusalka’s Song to The Moon 
on his Cornet, which had the audience 
spell bounded.  The judges both agreed 
that Philip was a very talented musician 
and could go far professionally.   
 

 
Philip Varley performing his recital  
 
The judges had a very difficult task of 
picking each winner because each entry 
was showed outstanding musical talent. 
All our musicians are extremely gifted.  
Well done to everyone! 
 
The event was expertly compered by 
Caroline Stead and all the competitors 
were skilfully accompanied by the 
competition’s organiser and the School’s 
Head of Music, Miss Free.   
 
List of competitors: 
 
Year 7  
 

 
Alexandar Christopher  
Alexandar Christopher (drums)   
Rowan Sollitt (voice)    
Victoria Bryson (piano)    
Alexander Snowball (trumpet)   
Matthew Wren (piano)   
Victoria Bryson (violin)    



Year 8  
 
Stephen Peckett (drums)    
Phoebe Smith (voice)    
Thomas Lannen (piano)    
Stephen Peckett (clarinet)   
Daniel Gallagher (saxophone)   
 

 
Phoebe Smith  
 
Year 9  
 
Angus Hirst (guitar)    
Andrew Featherstone (voice)                                                                               
Bethany Cole (piano)    
Jasmine Owen (saxophone)  
Paul Davis (trumpet)    
Oliver Firth (voice)     
Angus Hirst (drums)    
 

 
Jasmine Owen 
 
Year 10 
 
Katie-Faye Moorhouse (voice)   
Alistair Gavin (piano)    
Harriet Crossland (flute)    
Chris Barr (voice)     
Alistair Gavin (trumpet)    
Lizzie Bell (voice)     
 

 
Alistair Gavin 
 
Year 11 
 
Liam Neimantas (drums)    
Nikki Campbell (voice)    
Cassie Walker (piano)    
Dominic Wood (cornet)    
Luke Dyson (voice)     
Rebecca Sabin (voice)    
 

 
Dominic Wood 
 
Sixth Form 
 
Philip Varley (cornet)    
 

 
Philip Varley 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Concert 
 

 
Although a while ago, we didn’t have 
chance to report on the concert in the 
Christmas Newsletter before it went to 
print, so here is the report and photos 
now. 
 

 
 
 
On Thursday 17th December The 
Grammar School held its annual 
Christmas Service at Coley Church.  The 
evening was opened by Alexandar 
Christopher singing Once in Royal David’s 
City as the Senior Girls’ Choir processed 
into the church and into their pews.   
 

 
 
 
 

Representatives of School Houses, Staff, 
Governors and Parents gave Bible 
readings telling the story of Jesus’ birth 
and the audience enjoyed performances 
from the Brass Ensemble who played both 
traditional and contemporary carols and 
Christmas songs.  The Girls’ Choir sang 
three beautiful pieces: In Dulci Jublio, 
Little Donkey and concluded the evening’s 
proceedings with Silent Night.  The Boys’ 
Choir sang Yorkshire Wassail and In a 
Manger.  The Saxophone group 
entertained the church with jingle bells and 
we also enjoyed a solo by Rebecca Sabin.   
 
 

 
 
Dr Scarth, Headmaster said "The evening 
was excellent and was the perfect way for 
the school community to celebrate 
Christmas. My congratulations to all the 
musicians for their wonderful 
performances". 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Duke of Edinburgh Walks 
 

 
 
On Sunday 24th January we set off from 
school to Bury on the first of three winter 
walks to kick off the Bronze DofE 
Expedition training. 
 
Although Bury is not the most obvious 
destination, it does give us the chance of 
completing a linear walk following the 
Irwell valley trail following a steam train 
journey from the centre of Bury to the town 
of Rawtenstall at the train’s terminus. 
20 pupils managed the walk and it was 
excellent to get so much staff support with 
7 adult helpers and Ben Wood and James 
Johnson also giving a hand as Gold 
participants. 
 

 
 
The second walk took place in the Peak 
District near Hathersage. The pupils went 
one stage further and were dropped off to 
walk the first 4 miles on their own. 
Thankfully the weather was better than the 
previous weekend with beautiful sunshine. 
Once again we had 7 staff on hand and 
the walk was a great success with basic 

cooking once again being done along the 
route. 
 

 
 
The third route on the 6th February saw us 
arrive at Ingleton in the Yorkshire Dales to 
find we would be walking in brilliant 
sunshine after a foggy drive. This route 
took us onto the side of Kingsdale and the 
pupils navigated their way to some 
spectactular cave entrances. Lunch was 
enjoyed at Yordas Cave. Pupils navigated 
themselves back to Ingleton down the 
impressive Beezley Falls to earn a well 
earned rest on the way home. 
 

 
Numbers going on these walks has been 
excellent and the amount of trust that I 
could give the pupils was also good.  
Hopefully the skills learnt so far can be 
built on for a great expedition season. 
 
Staff present at all of the above were: 
Mr Griffiths 
Mrs Graham 
Miss Fisher 
Mr Cook 
Mrs Wilson (and her husband Matthew 
Wilson) 
Mr Farr (and his dogs) 



Facebook 
 

 
 
The Foundation now has its own facebook 
fan page.  We already have 147 members 
and would like a lot more!  If you have a 
facebook account please become a fan. 
You can find the page at: 
www.facebook.com/hipperholmegrammar 
 
The page is constantly being updated with 
news, photos and events. 
 
Attention all Ski Trip Participants 
 

During half - term, please remember to 
complete all the work you have been set 
for the week of your absence from school. 
It is vital that on your return you are up to 
date.  

Information on all work will be posted on 
the website: www.hgsf.org.uk and go to  
School Publications. 

 
Your Journey to School 
 
You may have noticed the recent national 
campaign to encourage people to reduce 
carbon emissions by reducing car travel 
by five miles per week.  This has attracted 
the interest of some of our School Council 
members who have asked if we – as a 
school – can reduce the number of cars 
coming to school each morning.  This 
would help the national campaign of 
reducing carbon emissions. 
 
There are a number of ways we can 
reduce the total number of car journeys 
each day, for example:  
 

1. It may be possible to organise car 
sharing 

 
2. Pupils could be encouraged to walk 

to school 

 
3. More pupils could be encouraged to 

use school transport 
 
On this last point, our coaches do provide 
a very good, reliable service covering a 
very wide area.  It would certainly reduce 
the total number of cars coming to school 
each morning if more pupils chose to 
travel on the school coaches. 
 
Please give these points your 
consideration over half term.  We will try to 
facilitate car sharing: please let us know if 
this would be of interest to you.  Also, if 
you would like to have more information 
on our school coaches please contact 
Sharon in the school office and we will 
send you full details. 
 
Sponsored Snowboarding! 
 
Good luck to Sophie Nicholls (10KW) and 
Katie Ormerod (8AR) who are taking part 
in a sponsored Snowboarding challenge 
over half term.   
 
The daring duo will attempt a breathtaking, 
exhilarating and exciting 12-Hourdownhill 
Snowboarding Marathon in support of 
Children of Haiti at SNO-zone Xscape 
Castleford. 
 
PTA Dates for your Diary 
 

Committee Meetings:  

All welcome!  

Monday 22 March  

Monday 26 April  

Monday 14 June  

Committee Meetings are held in the 
school's Meeting Room (near the school 
office), starting at 6:15pm.  

 

Next Events 

Saturday 8th - May Race Night  

Friday 9 July - Balloon Race  

 


