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Dear Brodleian / Friend of Hipperholme Grammar School, 
 
I am writing this email to an eclectic list of former pupils, former parents and friends of 
the School. It is unfortunate that our database has not always been correct and has 
many gaps. Should you be in contact with anyone linked to the school I would very much 
appreciate it if you were to forward it. If you are reading this as a result of a 'forward' I 
would be delighted to receive your contact details to add to our database. 
 
The School is thriving academically with the best GCSE results in many years and our 
largest Year 7 intake since the recession of 2008 and I would encourage you all to visit 
our website at www.hgsf.org.uk to see what our pupils are doing both inside the 
classroom and out. On that website our alumni pages are quite sparse and although 
they mention our annual reunion (last Friday in June) I would like to reconnect the 
School with any of its former pupils who may have interesting stories for our current 
pupils and to arrange other opportunities to grow our alumni activities. 
 
The recession mentioned earlier not only had an impact on pupil numbers, as it did for 
most independent schools in the North of England, but placed many parents in a 
position where some financial support was necessary from our Bursary Fund. The 
Bursary Fund is used to support families who can not afford the full school fees through 
a rigorous means-testing process. The recession led to increased pressure on this fund 
and it has become depleted to a point where the number of bursaries available in the 
next few years will be greatly diminished.  
Many independent schools have fundraising activity, often to raise capital for building 
projects, but it is my belief that the education provided within the school is enhanced by 
the pupils within it rather than by the facilities available. A number of former pupils were 
in receipt of bursaries and their attendance at the School will have enhanced the 
experience of all.  
 
We are looking to former pupils, former parents and friends of the School to ask if they 
would be willing to support an appeal to increase our Bursary Fund back to pre-2008 
levels. Donors will not receive named recognition, nor will they see their donations used 
for buildings or facilities. All I can offer if the unspoken thanks of the next generation of 
Brodleians and an invitation to visit the School for our hospitality and a handshake. 
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http://www.hgsf.org.uk/


 
Our wish would be to raise £500,000 over the next 2 years from a combination of small 
monthly donation or larger one-off sums. This would be the equivalent of just over 2000 
donors giving £10 per month for the next 24 months.  If you feel that you are in a 
position to support the School in its aims then cheques can be made payable to 
'Hipperholme Grammar School' or there is the option of standing order, direct BACS 
transfer or monthly direct debit. Please contact finance@hgsf.org.uk for details. 
 
I hope that you will feel that the education provided, activities undertaken, social 
opportunities and life-long friendships established within the School is a cause you can 
support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Jack Williams 
Headmaster 
Hipperholme Grammar School 


